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"The Natural Geography of Plants", by Henry A. Gleason and Ar-

thur Cronquist, viii + h20 pp., illustr. Columbia University

Press, New York City, New York. 196k. $10.00

In this very interesting, easy reading and instructive book

the "what", "where", "when", "how" and "why" (when known) of whal

makes up the "plantscapes" and the more naked landscapes of our

world, and especially the North American continent north of Mex-

ico, are very effectively treated. And many of the "whys" when

not known are still asked in thought provoking manner.

In reference to distribution and range, emphasis is placed on

the facts that plants determine the animals, that the total vol-

ume of vegetable matter is greater than that of animal sources,

and that plants do not exert any territoriality as some animals

But I wonder about certain plants whose sphere of growing

Much of the basic information on plant migration may be con-

densed into the following quotes: "First, that all plants can

and do migrate, although with various speeds and to various dis-

tances. Second, that all oarts of the world are regularly plan-

ted, often unsuccessfully, with great numbers of seeds. Third,

that the effect of short migrations depends on the time during

which they are continued. Fourth, that the chance of a lucky

accidental migration increases in proportion to the time avail-

able. And lastly, that we must never forget the importance of

ration of most plants
1 phytogeography." "The potential migrati


